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FFSC Expanding our Services AGAIN!

By Jennifer Kirchner, Executive Director

You remember the catch phrase “I’m mad and I’m not going to take it anymore!”. Well, that
is exactly how we feel here at Forgotten Felines. Year after year kitten season hits and we and every
shelter in our county are BOMBARDED with kittens. When is it going to stop? We are so fortunate
to be living in a county RICH in resources available to pet owners, but still we find ourselves inun-
dated with homeless cats and kittens. So what are we doing about it? Well, we’re doing MORE.
More than we’ve ever done before....

We truly believe that the only way of ending the senseless killing of thousands of cats and
kittens every year is through spay/neuter and education. While our focus is and always has been on
the feral (wild) cat community we’re taking a look at why and how cats become feral and how we
can prevent that from happening. Our solution is to help the people who come across tame cats that
are on the verge of becoming feral or giving birth to ferals. These would include:

e Tame, unaltered, pet cats abandoned by their owners and left to fend for themselves
¢ Formerly feral kittens, tamed by Good Samaritans who are seeking to place them in new homes
e Tame, homeless cats that are being cared for by a group of people in a neighborhood

Every year we received hundreds of calls from “Good Samaritans” wanting to help a home-
less cat in their neighborhood or at their workplace. They have compassion and concern for the ani-
mal that is in trouble, yet are reluctant to accept it as their own or take it to a shelter. Finances are
tight for everyone and because the cat “doesn’t belong to me”, people are willing to put out a bowl of
food and water, but aren’t really willing or able to absorb the cost of altering and vaccinations.
These are the cats that if left unattended will turn feral or birth feral kittens. And, these are the peo-
ple and cats we want to help.

So, for the first time ever, we are expanding our spay/neuter efforts to include tame, stray
cats and formerly feral kittens pulled from the wild through what we’re calling our “Good Samari-
tan” Spay/Neuter Clinics. There is a nominal fee for this service, but for the most part, it is subsi-
dized through a bequest left by Jean Mekemson.

Through another generous gift from Mr. Ryder & Company, we acquired, remodeled and
furnished the warehouse next to our Administrative Offices into our new spay/neuter suite. We’ve
already scheduled 33 low cost spay/neuter clinics for feral cats in the coming year. But, in addition
to these clinics, we’ve also scheduled 22 additional “Good Samaritan” clinics. By adding these
clinics, we’re not overcrowding our already full feral cat clinics AND we’re taking yet one more step
in reducing the number of unwanted cats being born and killed every year in our County.

Joining our Spay/Neuter Clinic Veterinarians, Dr. Leah Hertzel, of Cat Hospital of Petaluma
and Dr. Joy Mueller of Guardian Pet Hospital who between the two of them altered 1344 cats in
2008, we’ve added two new veterinarians to our clinic crew: Dr. Beth Kenyon who is employed at
PetCare and Dr. Jill Mercado who is employed by Animal Hospital of Cotati. Each of these vets,
along with Dr. Kathryn Hinkle of Animal Hospital of Cotati who is our “substitute vet” spend their
day off helping Forgotten Felines and the feral cat caretakers make our county a better place for cats.

To help us handle the greater load of cats, we’ve also added two more Spay/Neuter Clinic
Volunteer Crews. Our Clinic Crews continue to impress visitor after visitor by their professionalism
and expert care and handling of our feral friends.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Low Cost Spay/Neuter Clinics for FERAL CATS

e January 7, 14, 28

o February 11, 18, 25
Appointments Necessaryd Call 576-7999 for your
appoint ment . Clinics fil

Thiijt & Gift

owhere cool d

570-2590
Mon. - Sat. 9:30am - 5pm

all proceeds benefit
Forgotten Felines of Sonoma County

Donations Welcome!

Petco Mobile Adoptions, 2765 Santa Rosa Ave.
e January 18, 25—Noon to 4pm

FFSC and other non-profit rescue organizations

have animals available for adoption.
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME

Change a Petod6s Life Day A
e January 24—1pm to Spm

Rohnert Park Shelter—FFSC Adoption Room
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LOOKING FOR THAT Special adoption event sponsored by Hills Science
Diet. First ten cats adopted will have fees paid by
cience Diet. One day only.
PERFECT S One day only
VALENTINE?

Paws for Love Art Auction Event

o Saturday, February 7th—6pm to10pm
Finley Community Center, 2060 W. College Ave.
Santa Rosa—Tickets $30 in advance—3$40 at door
Shelter, at Pick of the Litter and at PetCo, Santa Tenth anniversary gala raising funds for shelters,
Rosa Avenue on selected weekends. Go to our rescue groups and individuals dedicated to improv-
web site to view pictures and read personalities of ing the health, .welfare and adoptability of unwanted
some of our Featured Felines. and abused animals.

www.forgottenfelines.com

Adopt a Forgotten Feline!
Cats and Kittens are always available for
adoption in our room at the Rohnert Park Animal

Val entinebébs FURtography D

Remodeling & Furnishing of our new Spay/ « Sunday, February 8th—10am—2pm
Neuter suite was possible due to a generous gift | Rjvertown Feed Store, 200 1st Street, Petaluma
from Mr. Ryder & Company A fundraiser for FFSC and Petaluma Shelter hosted
by Unl eashed Dog Training
Your 2009 FFSC Board of Directors theme professional photograph taken of you and
Michelle Comerford your furry friend. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Denise Eufusia
Lisa Graetz Call of the Wild Cat Fanciers Cat Show
Pamela Gray e Saturday, February 14—9am to 5pm
Jennifer Kirchner e Sunday, February 15—9am to 4pm
Coby LaFayette-Kelleher Sonoma County Fairgrounds, Grace Pavilion
Barb Templin CFA Cat show with animal related vendors and FF
A special thank you to our retiring Board Members,

. ; X cats available for adoption.
Diane Fairclough and Lesley Alexander for their years VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

of extraordinary service to our organization.
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